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European regional economic forum

EreF-2005

Nova Gorica, Slovenia,  27-28 October 2005

Organized by

Municipality of Nova Gorica, and

Slovenian Business & Research Association, Brussels

Under high patronage of 

Government of the Republic of Slovenia and the Committee of the Regions 

conference  DRAFT-Programme

1. The Goals and Objectives of the Forum
The initiative for the Forum is linked to the role the city of Nova Gorica is increasingly playing in connecting EU-15 , new EU members, the accession, associated countries with countries and regions in South-Eastern Europe aspiring to join the EU as soon as possible. The Forum  is designed to bring together representatives of regional, local and state authorities, their specialised agencies, chambers, business and research associations, companies and institutes, and other organisations concerned with enhancing the innovative, knowledge society, with the improvement of business environment and strengthening regional, cross-border and inter-regional cooperation.

The main purpose of the Forum is to support successful implementation of Lisbon Strategy at the regional and local levels, and thereby contribute to higher knowledge-based competitiveness in Europe.  

Proposed as an annual event the Forum has 3 key objectives:

a) to discuss Lisbon strategy implementation at the regional level, focussing on specific, concrete measures and policies – particularly best practice developed in 7 participating regions from 6 EU countries;

b) to evaluate the experience of participant regions in benefitting from EU funding facilities (structural and cohesion funds, common agriculture policy instruments and community programmes) by enhancing their competitiveness and achieving sustainable development;

c) to facilitate contacts among potential partners for regional, cross-border and inter-regional cooperation, involving  partners from Central and South-Eastern Europe.

The long term nature of the goals of the Forum will be validated through increased motivation of regions to be more proactive in the Lisbon process, to learn from best practice of other European regions, and to support countries/regions in Western Balkans in their preparations for future integration into the Union.

Within the proposed conceptual framework, the annual programme for each Forum may differ in leading issues, and will allow a different set of  regions to present their experiences and collaboration possibilities. The following regions are being invited to present their experience at the 2005 Forum: Baden-Wuertenberg (D), Friuli-Venezia.Giulia (I), Lombardia (I), Slovenija (SI), Steiermark (AT), Stockholm (S),  and Vlaanderen (BE).

The particular emphasis of the 2005 Forum will be on evaluation of regional aspects in the national action programmes for the Lisbon strategy implementation which should be adopted by EU members by 15 October. 

In collaboration with CER (Centre for European Reforms) from London and SICENTER from Ljubljana the Forum’s organizers would like to propose a methodology for the evaluation, comparison, and ranking of European region’s achievements on some of the 17 structural indicators of Lisbon strategy. This project acquires the collaboration of the Regional Policy Directorate-General, Committee of the Regions, and some other institutions. The project could be realised only if EUROSTAT will provide the necessary statistical series for the regions, and sufficient funds are secured. All this  is currently being checked and in case of positive results an overall model would be elaborated, and proposed at the Forum in October.

The result would be an annual “European Regions’ Lisbon Scorecard” based on key structural indicators of Lisbon Strategy (such a scorecard is being prepared for the 27 EU members by the London’s Centre for European Reform annually since 2001). SICENTER from Ljubljana would amplify the Scorecard with a calculation of time distance (in years) of individual regions compared to the average of European regions. The most successful European regions could be given an award – perhaps from the European Commissioner for Regional Policy, Mrs. Danuta Hubner.

As an example a ranking list of the 7 participating regions will be prepared for the 2005 Forum. If such a proposal will be accepted and the project would be appropriately supported, the 2006 Forum (25-26 May 2006) could present the results based on the statistical series for the year 2003 or 2004 for all the 254 NUTS 2 European regions.

The collaboration of relevant European associations, networks and brain-trusts (Secretariat of Central European Initiative, Lisbon Council, CER, EARMA, UEAPME, ERRIN, RIBN, etc), European financial institutions EIB, EIF, EBRD, and European Commission (Business DG, Research DG, Regional policy DG) would very much contribute to the attractiveness of Nova Gorica Forum as a regular, annual event.

In order to illustrate the expected structure of Forum participants here is a preliminary list of possible participants from Slovenia: Government Office for Local Self-Government and Regional Policy, Ministry of Economics, Ministry of Education, Science and Sport, Association of Municipalities, Community of Municipalities, Institute of Macroeconomic Analysis and Development (IMAD), Regional Development Agency, Small Business Development Centre, Innovation Relay Centre of Slovenia, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia, Chamber of Craft of Slovenia, 3 Slovenian universities, companies and business associations.

2. Organisation of the Forum

The organizers of the Forum are Municipality of Nova Gorica and Sbra (Slovenian Business & Research Association, Brussels ). The Forum is having two patrons: the Government Office for Local Self-Government and Regional Policy, from the Slovenian side, and the Committee of the Regions, from the European side. 

Several European associations, as for example the European Association of the Border Regions, are being invited to actively participate in the Forum.

The General sponsor of the Forum wil be HIT Nova Gorica. The following organizations will be approached to become sponsors of the Forum: Istrabenz, Luka Koper, MIP, Iskra avtoelektrika, GP Primorje, Salonit, TKK, Zavarovalnica Triglav, NLB, etc.

All preparatory work and practical arrangements will be managed by the two bodies: the Programme Committee and the Organizing Committee.

The Programme Committee: lead by the Mayor Mr. Brulc

with representatives of Nova Gorica Municipality, SBRA, Government Office for Local Self-Government and Regional Policy, Committee of Regions, general sponsor, Association of Municipalities and Municipality Assembly, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia, Chamber of Craft of Slovenia, participating regions, ECPD Beograd, Regional development Agency, Small Business Development Centre, Innovation Relay Centre of Slovenia, Higher education Centre, Politehnika. Representatives of regions presenting their experience at the Forum should also take part in the work of Programme Committee.

The role of liaison between the participating regions and the organizers a Brussels-based Steering Committee is composed of representatives of Offices in Brussels.

The Organizing Committee: lead by Tatjana Gregorčič and Boris Cizelj

with representatives of: Nova Gorica Municipality, Government Office for Local Self-Government and Regional Policy, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia, Chamber of Craft of Slovenia, Regional development Agency and the general sponsor. 

3. The programme of the Forum should last 2 full days. Participants should come to Nova Gorica on the evening of 26 October. The mayor of City of Nova Gorica will host a welcome reception for all Forum participants.

Beside the welcome and  introduction speeches by the organizer and the two patrons, the programme of the Forum will be divided into three parts:

First day – morning

I. The role of regions in implementing the Lisbon strategy

1. European cohesion policy and the role of regional cooperation

2. Governance and Monitoring of Lisbon Agenda implementation at the regional level

3. Creativity, innovation, competitiveness, and SMEs

4. Creating the knowledge society by strengthening the business-research link

5. Regional cohesion and collaboration in Central and South Eastern Europe

First day afternoon and second day morning

II. Presentation of Regions’ Experience in Implementing Lisbon Agenda

Presentation of 7 regions: Baden-Wuertenberg, Friuli-Venezia-Giulia, Lombardia, Slovenija, Steiermark, Stockholm, and Vlaanderen will follow a common methodology, and will be divided into the following three modules:

· Overall performance and specific  regional policies for implementation of the Lisbon Agenda

· Presentation of best practice in stimulating creativity, innovation and creating business friendly environment in the region

· Collaboration with other regions and future cooperation offer to Western Balkans.

Each region will have in total up to 1 hour for their presentations: first module 10-15 minutes, second module 35-40 minutes, third module 10-15 minutes. The presentation summary should be given, in electronic form, to the organiser by the end of September, so as to give the participants the possibility to study the context and prepare themselves for active exchange during the Forum, as well as to develop and prepare interesting projects for bilateral and multilateral collaboration.

Second day afternoon

III. Regional collaboration and EU enlargement towards Western Balkans

1. Development Performance in countries of Western Balkans (EBRD, European Commission)

2. Presentation of some regional achievements (2-3 case studies)

3. Experience with association agreements  (macroeconomic stabilization, gradual legislative harmonization, and other effects on regional economies and RTD potential) and cooperation with other European regions

4. Support programs for West Balkans and possibilities for their participation in Community  programmes

Conclusion. 

Participating regions will be asked to focus on their most successful Lisbon instruments, like approaches, measures, programmes and institutions that have given exceptional or very good results measurable with  the Lisbon structural indicators.

During the Forum the following activities will be organised:

“Project bazaar” – organisers should be previously acquainted about participant’s projects that need a partner, an investor, a long term user or beneficiery, etc. On this basis  Forum organizers will arrange bilateral meetings between interested Forum participants, taking place during the sessions or during extra time reserved for this purpose.

“Bazaar of specialised publications” – organisers will provide relevant EU and other publications for participants. Forum participants are invited to bring any documentation (in any language) on their activities and programmes they would like to have disseminated among some or all participants of the event.

The languages of the Forum will be:  English, Slovene, Italian, Croatian and Serbian. During all plenary sessions simultaneous translation will be assured. Forum documentation will be available only in English. Participants are welcome to include into the “Publications Bazaar” documents in any language.

4. Categories of  Participants:

A. National, regional and local authority institutions (national, regional and local governments and their agencies, etc.)

B. EU institutions, European associations and networks (EC, EP, CoR, ERRIN, RIBN, etc.)

C. Research, advisory, educational organisations, scientific and technology parks, excellence networks and centres, clusters, etc.

D. Companies, business associations, banks,etc.

E. National and regional associations and support organisations for SMEs (Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Chambers of Craft, EIC, etc.).

At the first Forum some 80-100 participants are expected.

In order to assure collaboration of participants from target countries and regions, every participating region should appoint an appropriate institution-coordinator who will help identify potentially interested people and organisations, which would receive the organiser’s official invitation. Special attention should be given to identifying best practice or successful examples of Lisbon strategy implementation at the regional and local levels.

Participants from the following countries will be targetted for the Forum: EU-15, 10 new EU members, accession countries Bulgaria, and Romania, 2 candidate countries (Croatia, Turkey), and associated and other countries from South-Eastern Europe (Serbia- Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, Albania). The priorities for Forum 2005 will be on: (1) 7 participating regions from EU member states, (2) regions from Central Europe, and (3) countries/regions from Western Balkans.

BC/5 September 2005

As there is a limited number of rooms available in Nova Gorica under special conference rate of 50.00 EUR in hotel Sabatin (4 stars) with breakfast early registrations are advisable. Further details will be sent upon your registration.

Please use the registration form hereby attached.

